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318 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

COLONEL HOUSE AND SOCIALISM 

Sib, — The "view" of Colonel House as presented by Mr. Cbilders in 
a recent Review was, I am sure, very much appreciated by all readers of 
the interesting account of that man who, above all other men, seems to stand 
nearest to the President. Not the least interesting to me was the closing 
portion of the article, wherein Mr. House is quoted in the matter of the 
" Redistribution of Wealth," — his comment on the " form of our civiliza- 
tion," "spiritual as against material compensation/' and the question of 
" socialism." 

Mr. House asks: "How can there be a more even distribution of 
wealth without lessening the efficiency of the strong, able and energetic 
men, without making mendicants of the indolent and improvident? Un- 
der socialism we could never get the best endeavor out of anyone, for 
it would not seem worth while to do more than an average." If I find an 
incentive to work under present conditions, how much more so would the 
inducement be under socialism where I should receive the full social value of 
my labor instead of being compelled to " divide up " with the men who do no 
work? 

And there are many such besides the bums and tramps. Can Mr. 
House not see that the " mendicants, indolent, and improvident," so-called, 
are for the most part the natural product of the system now in force ? This 
class is increasing at an alarming rate, and a redistribution of wealth is 
not demanded by the socialist as a solution of the question. On the con- 
trary, that is a remedy proposed by the old parties; and, as an evidence of 
that fact, we have the income and inheritance tax laws. As for the former, 
a prominent writer now claims, after making a thorough investigation, that 
the Government has not been able to collect 25 per cent, of the amount duo 
under the law. And it will, I think, be conceded by all that the inheritance 
tax laws fail to reach the estates to which they were clearly directed. The 
socialists do not demand the return of that which has been stolen; they 
demand that the robbery shall cease. We have the " dividing-up " system 
now in force (and the most ingenious socialist could not devise a more 
devilish scheme) ; and I ask Mr. House what " incentive " there is for me 
to give my best endeavors when I must " divide up " on pay-day with the 
man who does no work at all? 

It is not, it seems to me, a question of what " pure socialism " is, nor 
of what Karl Marx demanded; but instead, what the Socialist platform 
for 1916 will demand. I am not a member of the Socialist Party, and 
never have been, but if I am not mistaken, the gist of their demands can 
be summed up in the quotation from Mr. House, a part of which reads: 
" Therefore, as an economic problem divorced from the realm of ethics, the 
far-sighted statesmen of tomorrow, if not today, will labor to the end that 
every child may have an opportunity to accomplish that for which' it is best 
suited. Their bodies will be properly fed and clothed so that life may mean 
something more than a struggle for existence." If Mr. House can devote 
his valuable services to the upbuilding of his party and ask no reward 
other than the satisfaction that must come to him with the knowledge that 
he is trying to better conditions for his fellowmen, why can he not ascribe 
the same high motives even to a socialist? 

B. E. W. 
Omaha, Neb. 



